6324 Anneliese Dr |
Falls Church, VA 22044-1621
February 9, 2005

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) |
NOAA Section 515 Officer; NOAA Executive Secretariat

Herbert C. Hoover Building — Room 5230

14th and Constitution Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230-0001

Dear NOAA:

This is an update to my request dated January 3, 2005. In that request, I asked the NOAA
include the time that the forecast is prepared or the time of the observations used to make
the forecast (e.g, by saying something like the 8:15 am local forecast or “this forecast was
prepared or updated at 8:15 am”) on its local Washington DC and Baltimore voice
recorded weather forecasts. Since this deals with data quality, I made my request under
Section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2001 (Public Law 106-554).

The request pertains to the Washington DC and Baltimore, MD local weather forecasts
obtained by calling (703) 260-0307 and pressing 1 - 1.

1 noted that time of forecast is critical to understand the quality of the forecast. I want to
provide another example to substantiate the importance of quality and problems with
your quality by not providing the time,

On January 21, 2005, I called at 10:15 pm. The message said “Good afternoon, here is
the forecast” and went on to say the sun will set at 5:16 pm. Thus, the forecast had to be
at least five hours old. This is during a time when we were threatened by snow, and
during conditions of impending snow, a forecast five hours old cannot be used to make

decisions.
W

Mark Doehnent




